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Kia Orana everyone, and welcome to our very first issue of Te
Tangi Ka'ara. For our readers who don't speak Te Reo, Te Tangi
Ka'ara translates to "beating drums," and speaks to the culture,
the passion, the sense of community and joy for life that our
Cook Islands people have, both back in our homeland, as well as
all the way here in Aotearoa!
 
This newsletter will be the first of many! We will be sending out
issues every few months to our Cook Islands community, our
diplomatic partners and the agencies and wonderful people that
we work with, that help make the work that we do at the High
Commission so rewarding. 
 
This year marks my second year as Cook Islands High
Commissioner to New Zealand. The work is challenging but
ultimately, it allows me to do what i'm most passionate about,
which is serve our country and our people to the best of my
abilities. I'm blessed to have a small committed team working
alongside me, and together, we will continue to work towards
the prosperity of our people, in the Cook Islands, and here in
New Zealand. 
 
Ata wai wolo - Elizabeth Wright-Koteka, Cook Islands HIgh
Commissioner to New Zealand 
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Anzac day, during Alert Level 4 lockdown, saw this year's

usual dawn parade replaced by New Zealanders being

asked to stand at the end of their driveways at dawn, in

rememberance of those who served. This is the first time

in the more than 100 year history of Anzac day that the

dawn parade has been cancelled. Cook Islands High

Commission Staff joined Kiwis all over New Zealand in

standing at the end of their respective driveways at dawn.

 

One of our own Cook Islands community members, Grace

Hutton, further paid tribute to our Cook Islands soldiers

who served by displaying 100 crosses on her front lawn. 

"All 50 men from the 1st Rarotongan Contingent - 48 Cook

Islanders, a Tongan, and a Kiribati - are represented and

the rest of the crosses are 50 Cook Islands men from

different contingents. The crosses were organised by the

Cook Islands Soldiers WW1 committee to commemorate

WW1.  Ode to the fallen - Kare ratou e ruaine ia, mei ia

tatou e ora nei, Kare te tuatua e akaroiroia ia ratou, I te

opuanga o te ra, E tae ua atu ki te Popongi, Ka akamaara ua

rai tatou ki a ratou, Ka akamaara ua rai tatou ki a ratou."

ANZAC day during
lockdown
Bottom right - one of our own, Cook Islander Grace

Hutton's tribute to our Cook Islanders who served.

Meet the team!
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Her Excellency, Elizabeth Wright Koteka
Role: Cook Islands High Commissioner
Island(s): Pukapuka, Rarotonga
Best dish: Ika mata

Estelle Allan-Moetaua
Role: Corporate Services Officer
Islands(s): Poneke, Mangaia, Mauke, Atiu
Best dish: Chicken feta pastries

Piakura Tiraa-Passfield
Role: First Secretary
Island(s): Rarotonga
Best dish: Baked cheesecake!

Cook Islands World
Domination
The last week of February saw the Cook Islands High
Commission host the very first "Cook Islands World Domination"
networking event. 
 
The event was attended by over 40 members of the Cook Islands
community within New Zealand and was intended to provide a
platform for Cook Islanders to meet each other, network, and
find areas of common interest. Attendees included Cook
Islanders working in various fields such as teachers, artists, the
private sector, Government officials,  including the Ministry of
Pacific Peoples and New Zealand Police, and many more. 
 
The event is intended to be the first of many, and all those
registered will receive details via email regarding the next
#CIWD get together.
 
 

 
 



High Commissioner Wright-Koteka was privileged to be a part of 
the public symposium on Nuclear Disarmament, titled "the NPT at 
50: Prospects for nuclear disarmament," hosted by the Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary for Disarmament and Arms Control, Fletcher 
Tabuteau MP, on 10 March 2020 at Parliament. 
 
Speaking on a panel alongside the High Commissioners of Malaysia 
and South Africa, and the Charges D'affairs of Mexico, Wright-Koteka 
was invited to present Cook Island's views on nuclear disarmament, in 
light of the 50th anniversary of the entry into force of the Non 
Proliferation Treaty. 
 
In her speech, Wright-Koteka made reference to the Cook Islands efforts, both nationally and regionally, towards nuclear
disarmament.  "The Cook Islands has long recognised the importance of nuclear disarmament as a condition for international
peace and stability ... For the Cook Islands, a country with an Exclusive Economic Zone of almost 2 million square kilometres, we
therefore recognise that nuclear weapons present risks that are multi-faceted, and interlinked. They present immediate
destruction; they present risks to health and well-being as a result of radioactive exposure; and, they present risks to our
environment and sustainability"
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The NPT at 50: Prospects for
nuclear disarmament 

COVID-19 - Life amidst a pandemic
When Dr Tedros, WHO Director General, announced on 11 March 2020 that COVID-19 was officially classed a pandemic,
the gravity of the situation suddenly set in. What had previously seemed to many around New Zealand as something very
distant became much more real. From there, it was like someone pushed fast forward. The number of cases in New
Zealand began to climb rapidly - modelling undertaken indicated the country was following the same COVID-19 curve as
Italy, and as a worst case scenario, if left unchecked, the virus could infect 89% percent of New Zealand's population, and
the death toll could rise above 80,000. On March 23rd, the Government promptly announced that effective immediately,
NZ had shifted to Alert Level 3 and that in 48 hours, would further shift to Alert Level 4, the highest Alert Level in New
Zealand's COVID-19 response. 
 
On the 25th of March,  our High Commission staff moved to remote working. No sooner had we done so, the Cook Islands
Government announced border closures. This meant that over 300 Cook Islands residents who were due to travel home
were effectively 'stranded' in either New Zealand or Australia. The focus of our work then shifted by necessity to
supporting those stranded, and we can truly say that we tried our best to ensure that every person that reached out to
register with us felt supported and reassured that our country was working towards getting them all home safely. This
would have not been possible without the support of Pacific Homecare, Mt Wellington Integrated Healthcare, CIDANZ,
the Auckland Consulate and members of our Cook Islands community who volunteered their time to assist. 
 
Almost three weeks ago, our first group of Cook Islanders entered supervised quarantine at the Holiday Inn in Mangere as
part of the repatriation process led by Te Marae Ora. The Cook Islands has officially announced itself as COVID-19 free;
with 130 Cook Islands residents having returned to the Cook Islands last week and approximately 150 Cook Islands
residents set to return home over the coming weeks, the Government has committed to working towards ensuring the
Cook Islands remains COVID-19 free. A big thank you to our development partners for your support towards our COVID-
19 response which has helped keep our little paradise COVID-19 free! 
 
Meanwhile, here in New Zealand, we've also been making huge strides; or the past week we've seen under 5 cases per day,
with 0 cases announced over the past 3 days. As of yesterday, we moved to Alert Level 2, and with this, New Zealand's
economy can begin the road to recovery. For us at the High Commission? We'll be reopening our office from Monday next
week, and we look forward to slowly moving towards a business as usual approach and working without the distractions
of screaming babies and arguing teens! Meitaki ma'ata to our stranded Cook Islanders and our Cook Islands community
here in New Zealand for bearing with us as we continue to try and support you all in these challenging times. 
 
Stay safe, be kind, and be there for one another! Te Atua te Aroa. 


