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TU RANGATIRA AWARDS
On the evening of 22nd July 2021, the Maeva Nui o Aotearoa New Zealand Charitable Trust

hosted the Tu Rangatira Awards to celebrate the achievements of Cook Islanders across

eight different categories. 

The first Tu Rangatira awards held in 2019 recognised the achievements of the vainetini

(women) in our communities. This year, that recognition was given to members of our

communities that have made an impact through their work and passion. The High

Commission is pleased to have supported this event and congratulates all the nominees and

recipients of the Tu Rangatira awards. 

Of the forty-five individuals nominated, the winners of the eight categories are as follows:

 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1 V O L .  4

TE TANGI KA'ARA
Cook Islands High Commission Newsletter

Taiki Paniani - Sports
Selected for the Cook Islands lawn bowls team in the 2018
Commonwealth games in Queensland, Australia and claimed the first
bronze medal for 
the Cook Islands. 
Hamish Crooks- Business
Mr Crooks is Chief Executive of Pacific Homecare, which provides home-
based health care services to the disabled and elderly Pacific people in
South Auckland
Jarcinda Stowers Ama - Creative
Jarcinda is the Centre Director for the Pacifica Arts Centre based on the
Corban’s Estate. Her work with Pacific arts has strengthened its position
in New Zealand society. 
Te Upoko Enua Ngaro - Community 
Poko is a devoted individual, working lengths in keeping the Kuki Airani
community together within Porirua and wider Wellington. 

Dr Josephine Aumea Herman - International
Dr Herman was responsible for coordinating the Cook
Islands Government’s response to the 2019 outbreak of
dengue fever and COVID-19.
Dr Teariki Maoate - Health
Dr Maoate is a specialist paediatric surgeon and
paediatric urologist. He has been the President of the
Pasifika Medical Association since 2008.
Taiau Nicholas - Education
Taiau Nicholas has been a tutor many years for the
Tangaroa College Cook Islands group and is also tutor
for the Aitutaki Te Maeva Nui cultural performance
team. 
Alex Beddoes - Sports
Alex competed in the Men’s 800 metres at the 2016
Summer Olympics where he set his personal best and
was also the Cook Islands flag bearer during the closing
ceremony. 



A rich celebration of Cook Islands culture featuring performances by the
people of Aitutaki, Tongareva, Te Ulu o te Watu, Mangaia, Puaikura,
Takitumu, Te Au o Tonga, Oire Tokoroa and Oire Poneke was hosted by Te
Maeva Nui o Aotearoa Charitable Trust on 23 – 24 July 2021, in Auckland.
 
With the theme of ‘Resilience, Power and Unity’ each of the teams
composed drum dances, action songs, ute and imene tuki demonstrating
the resilience of the Cook Islands people in times of hardship. Performances
were exceptional and the High Commission wishes to congratulate all the
teams for the work that each member put in. “Te Maeva Nui o Aotearoa is a
powerful medium for our people in New Zealand to come together and
celebrate their past and present, identity and heritage as Cook Islanders.
Our culture has always been a unifying feature and it is an important way to
appreciate and understand our shared perspectives, particularly in times
when our resilience is tested,” said High Commissioner Wright-Koteka. 

The High Commission commends the Maeva Nui o Aotearoa Charitable
Trust for their outstanding organisation of this event. Te Maeva Nui o
Aotearoa 2021 was kindly sponsored by Creative New Zealand, Pacific
Cooperation Foundation, New Zealand Foreign Affairs and Trade, Pacific
Homecare, Mt Wellington Integrated Health Centre, CIDANZ, Sun Pix,
Pacific Business Trust, PMN, Pasifika Futures, Heimana and IPAK.CO.NZ.
We look forward to Te Maeva Nui o Aotearoa 2023. 
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Since September Cook Islands community leaders and mapu (youth
leaders) across Aotearoa have been encouraging our people to be
vaccinated. Numerous vaccination drives were held and the Kia Okotai
(Be united) facebook platform was established as one of the many
avenues to encourage our people to be vaccinated and for keeping
connected with the community during this COVID-19 Delta variant
outbreak. Many Cook Islands community leaders from our churches,
Enua and Vaka (island and district), health sector, service providers
(both Cook Islands and Pacific), community groups, as well volunteers,
all joined together to reach out to communities across New Zealand to
protect themselves against COVID-19 and aid where required.  

The High Commission wishes to thank all those who worked so hard to
coordinate and support the vaccination efforts and to those who heeded
to the vaccination message.
Kia Okotai – ko tatou teia.  

 

Kia Okotai

200 YEARS COMMEMORATION OF ARRIVAL
OF THE GOSPEL TO THE COOK ISLANDS
The Cook Islands celebrated the 200th Anniversary of the arrival of the
gospel to the Cook Islands in Aitutaki on the 26 October. Festivities
were held in the Aitutaki over two weeks with Cook Islanders travelling
to the island from across the nation. 

In New Zealand, travel plans by thousands of Cook Islanders to Aitutaki
were unfortunately disrupted by COVID-19. However, our communities
celebrated where they were allowed to congregate with safety
measures, as well as nationwide zoom church services from the 25 – 31
October to commemorate this historical event.

The High Commissioner was pleased to participate in the Wellington
community celebrations commemorating the 200th Gospel Day at Te
Akapuanga – Cook Islands Community Centre in Porirua. Despite
numbers being restricted to only 100 people, it was a most joyous
occasion with much singing, sharing of the gospel, dancing, and
feasting. 

Cook Islands and Kuwait
establish diplomatic relations

The Joint Communique on the establishment of diplomatic relations between the
Government of the State of Kuwait and the Government of the Cook Islands was
signed in Wellington, New Zealand on 3rd December 2021, between H.E. Mr
Ahmad Salem Alwehaib, Ambassador of the State of Kuwait and Her Excellency
Mrs Elizabeth Wright-Koteka, High Commissioner of the Cook Islands.

Following the signing ceremony, the Ambassador and High Commissioner
exchanged views on areas of mutual cooperation and expressed the desire of
their governments to cooperate closely in areas of mutual benefit. They also
expressed the desire for the promotion and strengthening of bonds of friendship
and cooperation in the political, economic, tourism and cultural fields.

Establishment of relations with Kuwait marks the 57th country that the Cook
Islands shares diplomatic relations with. Of these, 34 are based in Wellington.

 

Cook Islands Vaccination Drive-Through held in September 

The Cook Islands High Commission was honoured to be able to facilitate the
presentation of credentials of the Ambassadors of Germany, Israel, Turkey, Korea
and Chile to the Queen's Representative of the Cook Islands, Sir Tom Marsters
KBE in July. 

Held over two days, this marked the second virtual presentation of credentials
ceremony held this year, with the first taking place in March 2021. Ambassadors
were able to present their letters of credentials to the Cook Islands High
Commissioner to New Zealand, H.E Elizabeth Wright-Koteka, who received these
on behalf of Sir Tom Marsters, with each Ambassador delivering their remarks to
the Queen's Representative via Zoom. 

"COVID-19 has recalibrated much of our diplomatic services" said High
Commissioner Wright-Koteka. "We've had to be flexible in the way we conduct
our business as normal, and that the past two ceremonies were able to be carried
out so smoothly this week is testament to the adaptive nature of diplomacy. We
look forward to welcoming our newly accredited Ambassadors to the shores of
the Cook Islands in the very near future."

 

Virtual Presentation of credentials

L - R: Israeli Ambassador, Cook Islands High Commissioner, 
German Ambassador 

HE Elizabeth Wright-Koteka, signing diplomatic relations with Kuwait 
Ambassador 



Cook Islands Prime Minister Mark Brown welcomed the announcement by New
Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Nanaia Mahuta of a further $60 million
in grant financing towards the Cook Islands economic recovery. 

“This most recent assistance from the Government and people of New Zealand is
gratefully appreciated particularly given New Zealand’s own challenges in dealing
with the COVID-19 pandemic and the combined health and economic crisis in its
wake,” said Prime Minister the Honourable Mark Brown. “The quantum of this
assistance along with New Zealand’s unwavering support towards our COVID
response efforts across a wide spectrum of areas over the last year and a half has
been integral to the success of our response effort.”

The new funding includes $20 million for critical budget support and COVID
response preparations ahead of the border re-opening in January 2022, as well as
an investment of $40 million to the ‘Cook Islands – New Zealand Infrastructure
Trust Fund’ to help stimulate the Cook Islands’ economy and strengthen its
overall resilience via capital works. 

On November 17 2021, Cook Islands High Commissioner to New Zealand, Her
Excellency Elizabeth Wright-Koteka, and Japanese Ambassador to the Cook
Islands, His Excellency Koichi Ito, came together to sign Japan’s latest Economic
and Social Development Programme, which will see grant aid of 150 million yen
(almost 2 million NZD) being delivered to the Cook Islands by the Government of
Japan. 

This aid, intended to boost the Economic and Social Development of the Cook
Islands, has been earmarked by both Governments to go towards key medical
supplies, including equipment for Rarotonga Hospital’s Intensive Care Unit. 
In discussions, High Commissioner Wright-Koteka expressed the Cook Islands’
Government’s gratitude for this assistance, which will support and bolster key
health services in the Cook Islands, particularly as the country prepares to
reopen its borders in January 2022.

“This will add an extra layer of protection and strengthen our health sector
capabilities, which will be especially needed when we once again welcome
tourists to our shores next year,” said Wright-Koteka. 
Further support will also be targeted towards assistance in the ongoing
maintenance and operation of To Tatou Vai’s key services in delivering clean and
safe portable drinking water to the people of Rarotonga. 
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Cook Islands and Japan sign 
development grant 

NZ provide further $60 million
grant towards economic response

Cook Islands and New
Zealand Quarantine Free
Travel to resume in 2022

Prime Minister Brown and Prime Minister Ardern pictured at the  unveiling of Te Reo
Hotunui o te Moana Nui a Kiwa

The Cook Islands is set to reopen its borders with New Zealand from 13
January 2022 (CKT). Travel to the country will be guided by the Cook
Islands COVID-19 Safe Framework recently approved by Cabinet which
outlines the rules for entry. Under the Safe Framework there will be three
different groups of visitors – Tourists, Permit Holders and Cook Islanders
or Permanent Residents. All three groups must complete the Te Marae
Ora: Cook Islands Ministry of Health online form 96 hours before
departure; return a negative PCR covid test undertaken within 48 hours of
departure and they must have been in New Zealand for at least ten days
prior to entry into the Cook Islands. 

Group 1 (Tourists) may only enter if they are fully vaccinated. There are
no exceptions to this requirement. Consequently, children under 12 years
will not be able to enter the country unless and until they are vaccinated. 

Group 2 (Permit holders for work or residence) may enter the country if
they are vaccinated, with the exception of children aged under 12 years
and those aged over 12 who cannot be vaccinated because of a medical
exemption.  Those permitted entry under this exemption will be subject
to certain additional public health controls and will be required to self-
isolate at home for 5 days and undertake COVID tests. 

Group 3 (Cook Islanders and Permanent Residents) may enter the country
regardless of vaccination status, those who are unvaccinated will be
subject to 10 days in Managed Isolation and Quarantine (MIQ) at their
own costs and undertake three test during that time. 

New Zealand will remain our only international gateway for the time
being and provide an additional safety buffer, so a traveller from a high
risk country must stand down for 10 days before continuing onto the
Cook Islands.  

More detailed information relating to travel can be found on
www.covid19.gov.ck 

Repatriation efforts a success
With the arrival of the Delta variant to New Zealand, the Cook Islands once again
shut its borders in August 2021, bringing to a halt the quarantine free travel that
had been operating since May between the two countries. With sudden border
closures, hundreds of Cook Islands residents found themselves stranded in New
Zealand. 

With the support of multiple agencies, including the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Immigration, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry Finance and Economic
Management, an initial two repatriation flights were organised. The first of these
departed from Christchurch on 8 October, and the second departed several weeks
later from Auckland. Those who wished to return home were asked to register
with the High Commission, who with the help and support of volunteers and New
Zealand based service providers, were also able to provide assistance to those
stranded in the form of food, medical support and other groceries/basic items.
Residents then completed managed quarantine upon their return to the Cook
Islands. 

Following the successful repatriation of nearly 250 residents on the first two
flights, a further two flights were organised for November and December, with the
intention of bringing home the remaining residents in time for Christmas. 

Kia Manuia i teia Kiritimati e
te mataiti ou!

From High Commissioner Elizabeth-Wright-Koteka
and staff of the Cook Islands High Commission 

http://www.covid19.gov.ck/

